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1 Introduction

Mankind will endure when the world appreciates the logic
of diversity.

Peace we want because there is another war to fight
against poverty, disease and ignorance.

You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.

Indira Gandhi (Indian politician, 1917-1984) 

Globalization, peaceful co-existence, international co-
operation, diversity.When we open any textbook, news-
paper, or magazine or listen to the news in other media
we can not avoid meeting these expressions.

These words and the frequency of their use both in
everyday life and in the media demonstrate the unde-
niable fact that the world we live in has become more
integrated.

2 Resources

We present several texts which can be used in different
curricular areas. They deal with the general frame of
celebrations, important people and daily things. We
have selected some of them for the printed edition and
the rest can be found in the digital version. When selec-
ting the materials three principal objectives were kept in
mind:

• The texts should stress the intercultural character of
many common things.

• The materials should promote the respect for life and
understanding of differences between cultures.

• The texts should be simple, readable, enjoyable and
enriching.

The topics chosen can be divided into several groups:

The history of common things and international
institution

History of Cotton
Drinking of Coffee
Telephone
Potatoes
Drinking of Tea
Football history
Chocolate
Olympic Games
Rice
Origin of the World Wide Web
Esperanto
History of the Red Cross 

It is expected that students and teachers will enjoy rea-
ding about the sometimes complicated and interesting
history of things that surround us . Many of the stories
contain a strong intercultural element that could be
stressed and exploited.

The days we celebrate - Festivals, feasts and holidays

Easter around the World
Halloween
Christmas Celebrations
Jewish Hanukkah
Orthodox Christmas
Ramadan - Closer to God
Round the Maypole
St. Valentine s Day
Summer Solstice Celebrations
Veterans Day
Winter Festivals
Calendars

It is hoped that these texts will enable students to broa-
den their view in respect to the world religions and their
celebrations. As the feasts are spread around the year
different texts could be read and studied at the appro-
priate times.

People who improved our world

Albert Schweitzer
Dalai Lama
De las Casas
Charles Darwin
Chief Seattle
Martin Luther King
Mother Theresa
Mahatma Gandhi

The selection of people was made on the basis of their
contribution to the development of respect for life and
human rights. As the list of the famous names is rather
self-explanatory we should just add that some of them
received the Nobel Peace prize for their non-violent
approach to opposing injustice and helping other people.

The following texts were also included in spite of the
fact that they don’t belong to the above-mentioned
categories:

Buddhism
Hinduism
Rastafarians
The Roma (Gypsies)

These texts should give the ready a brief description of
the less common religions and human groups. As migra-
tion and immigration are on the increase, it is quite pro-
bable that students will meet people from these groups.
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Sources of the texts, their adaptation,
how to use them in lessons

Most of the selected texts were taken  from the Internet.
Most of the texts were shortened and slightly simplified.
This was done keeping in mind the intermediate level of
the students. A number of more difficult words or
expressions was taken from the text and translated into
Spanish and Czech in the Vocabulary section. This was
followed by a comprehension check mostly in the form
of Wh-questions or True/False statements.

The next part where the center of gravity lies is the
Discussion section. Students are asked to compare the
information contained in the text with their previous
knowledge of the subject and their personal experience
and opinions. The discussion should ideally be done in
small groups and should lead to better insight into other
cultures. Much of the success of this section depends on
the attitude and ability of the teacher.

Additional exercises are added to some of the texts:
quizzes, gap filling and project work. Their aim is to
either practice the vocabulary and help student remem-
ber the content or to broaden the topic further.The time
of work for each unit varies but 2 lessons of 45 minutes
would be probably the minimum for both reading and
discussing the topic. Most of the texts cover one or two
pages, as the ease of photocopying was in mind.
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On the first day of Hanukkah, Rabbi dining room is crowded with people. But one can’t say how many. «You should
never count Jews. It’s bad luck. You have to say, ‘Not one Jew, not two Jews, not three. ...’» 

So not about 30 people are gathered to light the first Hanukkah lights together. Although the focus tonight is on the
children, the adults are having just as much fun making their own menorahs. Petr decorates his menorah with stars,
the Hebrew year 5762 and the words: The hammer of Yehuda -recalling the historical roots of Hanukkah.

About 2,200 years ago a family of priests, the Maccabees, led a small guerilla army to victory over the Assyrian Greeks,
liberating Judea and preserving the Jewish cultural identity.

Although mourning and sadness are prohibited during Hanukkah, bittersweet feelings are seldom far from the heart.
«Most the time they were celebrating it, the people were living under oppression,» Rabbi says. «So the real miracle is
that they celebrate it at all. It always would have been easier to assimilate.» 

A few minutes before 4:30 p.m., Rabbi stops serving the cups of hot chocolate, tea and coffee he’s been encouraging
everyone to drink and starts handing out candles. The room hums with adults’ conversation and children’s chatter.

Rabbi tries to keep everyone’s attention on the candle-lighting.

Why are we lighting the candles? 

It’s a simple question, one most everyone in the room knows the answer to. Hanukkah has its roots in the Maccabees’
victory, and also in a miracle believed to have occurred when they rededicated the temple at Jerusalem. When they
re-lit the lamps, there was only enough oil for one night. But miraculously, the oil lasted eight days.

«The big miracle was that there were Jews interested in keeping the temple. There were some who would have been happy
if the temple had become a Greek temple.»

Antiochus Epiphanes had aggressively sought to Hellenize the Jews.To this end, he prohibited circumcision, teaching
the Torah and other facets key to Jewish identity. But there were Jews who wanted to hold on to the temple and their
Jewish identity. Yet at that time -and countless times since, under the Romans, the Nazis and the communists- the
Jewish people held on to their way of life and their faith.

Rabbi leads the prayers. He gives a blessing for the candles and a second blessing for Hanukkah.

The third blessing thanks God for preserving his people. It has been offered at every Jewish holiday for centuries.

Praised are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, for granting us life, for sustaining us and for enabling us to reach this day

(Prague Post 2001, abridged)

Jewish Hanukkah
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Footnotes to Hanukkah

• The Temple

The first temple in Jerusalem, built by King Solomon about 3,000 years ago, was destroyed almost 500 years later by
the Babylonians. After a 50-year exile, the Jews returned and built a second temple.
In Jerusalem, Antiochus desecrated the temple by erecting a statue of Zeus there and sacrificing pigs to it.
The Maccabees, a family of priests, fought back. With a small guerilla army, they defeated the Greeks, reclaimed
Jerusalem and rededicated the temple. The temple was destroyed again in the year 70.

• The Menorah

The original menorah in the temple at Jerusalem looked quite different from the candle stick used at Hanukkah.
Today, the menorah has eight lights — one for each night of Hanukkah — and a ninth or servant light

Vocabulary

Discussion

Jews were often oppressed and persecuted in many countries and in many periods of history. Can you remember
some of the historical facts about these times?

Which customs and features of daily life of the Jewish make them different from those of your community?

Do you think that it is better to keep the traditions or to adapt to the society you live in?

In your life, did you do anything (clothes, hairstyle, fashion, eating habits or food) that your parents disagree with? 
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Ramadan helps Muslims reinforce a sense of community.

Khaled  will wake before the sun every morning, eat a small breakfast of yogurt, bread and honey, and kneel just at
dawn to pray toward Mecca. He’ll bypass lunch, try to keep his mind off his favorite rice-and-fish dish and avoid all
other sensuous pleasures from dawn to dusk during this year’s month-long Ramadan.

It’s a Muslim tradition centuries old.What makes this year’s Ramadan different is that it takes place during a brutal war
between Islamic fundamentalists and the West. President Bush and other politicians have been careful to say that this
is a war on terrorism and not on Islam,» said Khaled, a computer science Ph.D. student from Egypt who has studied in
Prague the past three years.

About 10,000 Muslims around the Czech Republic will be fasting and giving up cigarettes during Ramadan. The tra-
dition follows a lunar month, rather than a Western calendar date, and falls on different dates each year. During this
holy month, every Muslim must abstain from eating, drinking, smoking and having sexual relations from sunrise to
sunset.

«When I’m fasting back home in Sudan, I’m surrounding by people who are fasting.You are not alone in your efforts,»
said Majic, an economics and political science student in Prague. «Here you go out and you see people eating, drin-
king and smoking. So it’s a little harder here.» 

Ramadan is rooted in the Koran  which calls on Muslims to take a month of fasting and abstention. Ramadan expres-
ses core values that are of great importance in Muslim theology, according to Islamic scholars.

«It brings you closer to God. It brings you closer to people who are fasting with you. It doesn’t matter if you are rich
or poor or where you are on the social ladder. It doesn’t matter which nation or country you are from.» 

The rigors of Ramadan also illustrate a devotion to Allah. «Ramadan is prescribed to us from Allah in order to purify
our hearts. If you can protect yourself from valid desires -eat, drink and sleep with your wife- then you make your will
strong, so that your will can resist bad desires. It’s about self-control.» 

Dedication is also manifested year-round in prayer five times daily- at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and eve-
ning.While Christian prayer typically involves seeking God’s forgiveness and favor, Muslim prayer places emphasis on
praising Allah. Personal hygiene is also important before prayer. The face and hands are scrubbed clean. Kneeling in
the direction of Mecca -generally southeast from Prague- the faithful recite a short prayer from the Koran:

«Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds! The compassionate, the merciful!…»

Another Ramadan tradition is the Zakat: Muslims who have the means are required to make a small financial dona-
tion to the poor before the end of the holiday. The money is collected by the Islamic community and then distribu-

Muslim Ramadan - Closer to God 
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ted to poorer Muslims. After Ramadan, there is a three-day celebration that consists of visiting friends, eating large
meals, indulging in sweets and relaxing.

(Prague Post 2001, abridged) 
Pillars of Islam

• Creed: «There is no god but Allah, and Mohammed is his Prophet.» 
• Prayer: Muslims are required to pray five times a day, reciting a brief prayer while facing the holy city of Mecca.
• Almsgiving: Giving a percentage of one’s income to charity o Fasting: Centers on the month of Ramadan, during
which Muslims abstain from food, drink and sex from sunrise to sunset .
• Hajj: A pilgrimage, for every able-bodied Muslim, to the holy city of Mecca.

Ramdan facts

• Ramadan is obligatory for every Muslim older than 12. Exceptions are made for the sick and the elderly.
• Islam follows a lunar calendar.
• There are about 10,000 Muslims observing Ramadan in the Czech Republic this year. Czech government does not
recognize Islam as a religion.

Vocabulary

Discussion

What features (characteristics) of Muslim Ramadan do you consider acceptable and which you like less?

Many religions ask their followers to do something or to avoid doing other things. Can you name some examples?
Can you see any similarity?

Do you personally know someone who is a Muslim? Tell your classmate about him/her?

Have you ever visited a Muslim country (Egypt, Turkey, Morocco,..)? Tell others about your experience.
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There are varying opinions as to the origin of Valentine’s Day. Some experts state that it originated from St. Valentine,
a Roman who was martyred for refusing to give up Christianity. He died on February 14, 269 A.D., the same day that
had been devoted to love lotteries. Legend also says that St.Valentine left a farewell note for the jailer’s daughter, who
had become his friend, and signed it «From Your Valentine».

Valentine’s Day started in the time of the Roman Empire. In ancient Rome, February 14th was a holiday to honor Juno.
Juno was the Queen of the Roman Gods and Goddesses. The Romans also knew her as the Goddess of women and
marriage. The following day, February 15th, began the Feast of Lupercalia.

The lives of young boys and girls were strictly separate. However, one of the customs of the young people was name
drawing. On the eve of the festival of Lupercalia the names of Roman girls were written on slips of paper and placed
into jars. Each young man would draw a girl’s name from the jar and would then be partners for the duration of the
festival with the girl whom he chose. Sometimes the pairing of the children lasted an entire year, and often, they
would fall in love and would later marry.

Under the rule of Emperor Claudius II Rome was involved in many bloody and unpopular campaigns. Claudius the
Cruel was having a difficult time getting soldiers. He believed that the reason was that roman men did not want to
leave their loves or families. As a result, Claudius cancelled all marriages and engagements in Rome.

The good Saint Valentine was a priest at Rome in the days of Claudius II. He and Saint Marius aided the Christian
martyrs and secretly married couples, and for this kind deed Saint Valentine was apprehended and dragged before
the Prefect of Rome, who condemned him to be beaten to death with clubs and to have his head cut off. He suffered
martyrdom on the 14th day of February. In 496 A.D. Pope Gelasius set aside February 14 to honor St. Valentine.

Saint Valentine’s Day

The popular customs associated with Saint Valentine’s Day undoubtedly had their origin in a conventional belief
generally received in England and France during the Middle Ages, that on 14 February, i.e. half way through the
second month of the year, the birds began to pair. Thus in Chaucer’s Parliament of Foules we read:

For this was sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day 
Whan every foul cometh ther to choose his mate.

For this reason the day was looked upon as specially consecrated to lovers and as a proper occasion for writing love
letters and sending lovers’ tokens. Both the French and English literatures of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries
contain allusions to the practice. Those who chose each other under these circumstances seem to have been called
by each other their Valentines. Gradually, February 14 became the date for exchanging love messages and St.
Valentine became the patron saint of lovers.The date was marked by sending poems and simple gifts such as flowers.
There was often a social gathering or a ball.

In the United States, Miss Esther Howland is given credit for sending the first valentine cards. Commercial valentines
were introduced in the 1800’s and now the date is very commercialized.The town of Loveland, Colorado, does a large
post office business around February 14.The spirit of good continues as valentines are sent out with sentimental ver-
ses and children exchange valentine cards at school.

(Source: www.newadvent.org/cathen/)
Vocabulary

St. Valentine
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After reading the text try to answer the following questions:

Who was St. Valentine?

When and where did he live?

Can you describe the festival of Lupercalia?

What kind of lottery took place before that festival?

Why did the emperor Claudius II forbid weddings?

How did Chaucer describe the 14th February? 

When and where did the first valentine cards appear?

Discussion

Do you celebrate St. Valentine? If so, describe how you celebrate it. If not, explain why?

St.Valentine is associated with romance and poetry. Do you read or even write poems? If so, name some of your favo-
rite poets. If not, explain why.

Many customs we observe are very old, some are changing and some are new. Can you give examples of both the
ancient and more recent?

St. Valentine was a martyr. Can you explain the meaning of the word? Can you name so other famous martyrs?

Many customs became commercialized. What is your opinion on this?

Task

Write and decorate a valentine card and send it to your classmate. If you have some sweets or flowers send them with
it. Don’t forget about your teacher.
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The Summer Solstice is also known as: Alban Heflin, Alben Heruin, All-couples day, Feast of Epona, Feast of St. John the
Baptist, Feill-Sheathain, Gathering Day, Johannistag, Litha, Midsummer, Sonnwend, Thing-Tide, Vestalia, Beltaine, etc.

Overview

People around the world have observed  seasonal days of celebration during the month of June. Most have been reli-
gious holy days which are linked in some way to the summer solstice. On this day, usually 21st June, the daytime hours
are at a maximum in the Northern hemisphere, and night time is at a minimum. It is officially the first day of summer.
It is also referred to as Midsummer because it is the middle of the growing season in Europe.

«Solstice» is derived from two Latin words: «sol» meaning sun, and «sistere,» to cause to stand still.

At noontime the sun appears high in the sky during summertime, and low during winter. The time of the year when
the sun reaches its maximum elevation occurs on the summer solstice -the day with the greatest number of daylight
hours. It typically occurs on, or within a day or two of, 21st June- the first day of summer. The lowest elevation occurs
about 21st Dec. and is the winter solstic - the first day of winter, when the night time hours reach their maximum.

Significance of the summer solstice

In pre-historic times, summer was a joyous time of the year people in the northern latitudes.The snow had disappeared,
warm temperatures had returned; flowers were blooming; leaves had returned to the  trees. Some herbs could be har-
vested, for medicinal and other uses. Food was easier to find.The crops had already been planted and would be harves-
ted in the months to come.Although many months of warm/hot weather remained before the fall, they noticed that the
days were beginning to shorten,so that the return of the cold season was inevitable. This time of year,between the plan-
ting and harvesting of the crops, was the traditional month for weddings. Many couples delayed their weddings until
June.June remains a favorite month for marriage today.In some traditions,newly wed couples were fed dishes and beve-
rages that featured honey for the first month of their married life to encourage love and fertility.The surviving vestige of
this tradition lives on in the name given to the holiday immediately after the ceremony:The Honeymoon.

Midsummer celebrations in ancient and modern times

Most societies in the northern hemisphere, ancient and modern, have celebrated a festival on or close to Midsummer:

• Ancient Celts: Druids in Celtic countries, celebrated Alban 

• Ancient China: Their summer solstice ceremony celebrated the earth, the feminine, and the yin forces. It comple-
mented the winter solstice which celebrated the heavens, masculinity and yang forces.

• Ancient Germanic, Slav and Celtic tribes in Europe: Ancient Pagans celebrated Midsummer with bonfires. It was the
night of fire festivals and of love magic, of love oracles and divination. It had to do with lovers and predictions, when

Summer Solstice Celebrations



pairs of lovers would jump through the luck-bringing flames...It was believed that the crops would grow as high as
the couples were able to jump.

• Ancient Rome: The festival of Vestalia lasted from 7th June to 15th June. It was held in honor of the Roman Goddess
Vesta. Married women were able to enter the shrine of Vesta during the festival. At other times of the year, only the
vestal virgins were permitted inside.

• Ancient Sweden: A Midsummer tree was set up and decorated in each town.The villagers danced around it.Women
and girls would customarily bathe in the local river.

• Christian countries: After the conversion of Europe to Christianity, the feast day of St. John the Baptist was set as 24th
June. It is one of the oldest feasts introduced into both the Greek and Latin liturgies to honour a saint. Curiously, the
feast is held on the alleged date of his birth. Other Christian saints’ days are observed on the anniversary of their death.

• Native Americans: The Natchez tribe in the southern U.S. worshiped the sun and believed that their ruler was descended
from him. Every summer they held a first fruits ceremony.» Nobody was allowed to harvest the corn until after the feast.

• Native Americans have created countless stone structures linked to equinoxes and solstices. Many are still standing.
One was called Calendar by its modern-day finder. It is in a natural amphitheatre of about 20 acres in size in Vermont
The Bighorn Medicine Wheel in Wyoming is perhaps the most famous of the 40 or more similar «wheels» on the high
plains area of the Rocky Mountains and  in Canada.

• Prehistoric Europe: Many remains of ancient stone structures can be found in Europe. Some date back many millen-
nia BC. Many appear to have religious/astronomical purposes; others are burial tombs. These structures were built
before writing was developed. One can only speculate on the significance of the summer solstice to the builders.
Perhaps the most famous of these structures is Stonehenge, a megalith monument on Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire. It
was built in three stages, between circa 3000 and 1500 BCE.

(Source:www.religioustolerance.org/summer_solstice)

Vocabulary

After reading the text try to answer the following questions:

What are the usual dates of summer and winter solstice? What are their typical features?

What are / were the names of the feasts celebrated on these days?

Explain the origin of the word Honeymoon.

Why do people in some countries celebrate midsummer by making bonfires?

Some ancient monuments were build in connection with solstice. Can you name a few?

Discussion

How do people celebrate the middle of the summer in your country?

Do you know anything about the celebrations in neighboring countries or more distant countries?

Some people believe in magic power of herbs collected on Midsummer Night? And you?
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Known everywhere outside of the United States as football, soccer is the most popular sport in the world and is
played on virtually every corner of the planet.

The forerunner of football may have been a game played by the ancient Greeks. In this game there was no limit to
the number of players. The object was to move a ball across a goal line by kicking, throwing, or running with it.

Most modern versions of football, however, originated in England, where a form of the game was known in the
12th century. In later centuries football became so popular that various English monarchs, including Edward II and
Henry VI, forbade the game because it took interest away from the military sport of archery.

By the middle of the 19th century football had split into two distinct entities. Still popular today, these two sports
included the football association game, or soccer (the word being a slang adaptation of the three letters, s-o-c, in
Association), and rugby, in which players ran with the ball and tackled.

Soccer made its Olympic debut at the 1900 Games. Originally, club teams were allowed to compete under the
national team banner. The sport was eliminated from the 1932 Olympics in Los Angeles due to a controversy bet-
ween the Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) and the International Olympic Committee over
the definition of an amateur. Also, most of the strong soccer countries were reluctant to travel to California becau-
se of the expenses involved.

However, soccer has been included in every Olympics since. In 1996, women’s soccer was introduced as an Olympic
sport for the first time, with the U.S. winning the gold medal.

The History of Rugby begins in the 1800’s when formalities were introduced to football rules in the seven major
public schools of England. Six of the seven schools were largely playing the same game (including Eton, Harrow
and Winchester) - while the seventh, Rugby School (founded in 1567) at Warwickshire, was playing a markedly dif-
ferent version of football. This was to become known as the rugby game.

The other schools moved ahead refining their rules and eventually their game became known as «association foot-
ball» - soccer. How the Rugby School’s game developed differently is lost in the history of rugby and the true story is
unlikely to ever be known.There is a tale of how in 1823 the young Rugby School student, William  Ellis, «in a fine dis-
regard for the rules» picked up the ball and ran with it in a defining moment in sports history. It is probably not true.

American Football is a distinct type of football that developed in the United States in the 19th century from soc-
cer and rugby football. Played by professionals and amateurs (generally male college or high school teams), foot-
ball is one of the most popular American sports, attracting thousands of participants and millions of spectators
annually.

History of Football (Soccer)
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American Football playing field is rectangular in shape, measuring 100 yd (91.4 m) long and 53.5 yd (48.9 m) wide. At
both ends of the 100-yard dimension, white lines called goal lines mark off the entrances to the end zones. Each team
defends one end zone. A team must carry, pass, or kick the ball into the 10-yd (9-m) end zone on the opponents’ half
of the field to score

(Source:2000 SportsLine.com,Inc,)

Vocabulary

After reading the text try to answer the following questions:

Where can we find the roots of the game?

Why was football sometimes forbidden in England?

What is the origin of the word soccer and why is it used instead of the word football?

When did football become an Olympic sport?

What is the origin of rugby?

What is a Public School? Who studies at such schools in Britain? Can you name some of them? How long have these
school existed?

What do they understand under the word «football» in the USA?

What are the main differences between these games?

Discussion

How often do you watch or play soccer?

What is your favorite team? Can you name some of the players?

In which competitions does your team play and what is their current standing in the league?

What was the result of the last match, they played?

Are there any host players in the team? Which country do they come from?

Do they speak your language well?

Why are there so many foreigners playing in top teams?
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« The important thing in the Olympic Games is not winning but taking part, for the essential thing in life is not so much con-
quering, but fighting well. «

Pierre de Coubertain, the Creator of the modern Olympic Games.

The ancient games in Greece were rather different from modern Games. There were fewer events and only free men
who spoke Greek could compete. They were also always held in one place - in Olympia.

In 393 the Roman Emperor Theodosius (under pressures of St. Augustine), put an end to the Games, considered an
utterly «non Christian» event.

Thousands of years later, as a young aristocrat, De Coubertain practiced many sports, including rowing, equestrians,
running and gymnastic; at 17 he moved to Great Britain to learn English, and also to study history and philosophy. He
refused the military career planned for him by his family, as well as renouncing a promising political career. By the age
of 24 he had already decided the aim of his life: he would help bring back the noble spirit of France by reforming its
old-fashioned and unimaginative education system.

Coubertin, whose father was an artist and mother a musician, was raised in cultivated and aristocratic surroundings.
He had always been deeply interested in questions of education. For him, education was the key to the future of
society, and he sought the means to make France rise once more after its defeat in the war in 1870.

It was this conviction that led him to announce at the age of 31 that he wanted to revive the Olympic Games.

He made this announcement in a meeting at the Union of French Societies of Athletic Sports (USFSA), for which he
was Secretary General. No one really believed him and his statement was greeted with little enthusiasm.

On 23 June, 1894 he founded the International Olympic Committee in a ceremony held at the University of Sorbonne
in Paris. Demetrius Vikelas from Greece became the first president of the IOC.

Two years later, in 1896, the first Olympic Games of the modern era were held in Athens. On that occasion Coubertin
was elected the second president of the IOC and he remained president until 1925. Due to the 1st World War,
Coubertin requested permission to establish the headquarters of the IOC in Lausanne, Switzerland, which was a neu-
tral country.

Pierre de Coubertin also wanted to be seen as a pedagogue. All of his projects, including the Games, had the same aim
in mind: to make men. His definition of Olympism had four principles that were far from a simple sports competition:

Olympic Games
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To be a religion i.e. to «adhere to an ideal of a higher life, to strive for perfection»; to represent an elite «whose origins
are completely egalitarian» and at the same time «chivalry» with its moral qualities; to create a truce «a four-yearly
festival of the springtime of mankind»; and to glorify beauty by the «involvement of the philosophic arts in the
Games».

It is clear that the concept of the Olympic Games is far from a simple sports competition.

Pierre de Coubertin suddenly died of a heart attack on 2 September, 1937, in a park in Geneva, and thus his
«symphony» remained unfinished.

Ask your partner

After reading the text make at least five questions about the history of Olympic movement, Olympic games and Pierre
de Coubertain. Please, check carefully that the questions you ask are grammatically correct. Ask your partner and ans-
wer his/her questions.

Sport in the modern world

Write a short discussion essay choosing one of the following topics:

• Sport and other leisure activities in my family.
• Sport and drugs.
• Sport and propaganda.
• Sport and fans.
• Sport and money.
• National sports.
• Extreme sports.
• Rare and unusual sports.
• Sport and ethics.
• Sport sponsorship and marketing.
• Sport for the rich.
• New Olympic sports.
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Do you use the Internet?, Do you know anything about its origin?

If you are reading this article, chances are you have surfed the World Wide Web. You’ve followed one link to another
down what may seem an unending rabbit hole unseen since Alice in Wonderland. And even though you’ve surfed
it, you probably don’t know the name of the man who «invented» it: Tim Berners-Lee. His creation of a workable
hyperlink system for the Internet has revolutionized our lives and the world of information and as the Director of the
World Wide Web Consortium he continues to lead us into the future of the Web.

Tim came naturally to his love of computers. His parents helped design one of the world’s first commercially availa-
ble computers. Between dinner time conversation about his parents work and his love for science fiction stories by
authors like Arthur C. Clark it is little surprise that Tim went on to study science. In 1976 he graduated from the
Queen’s College at Oxford University and was ready to take on the world.

Tim began small by writing software for intelligent printers. Eventually, he came to work for CERN where he faced a
problem in his program. The company had people working at numerous offices in different countries around the
world. As he was working with their programming he wondered how the changes he was making would affect all of
the offices. He needed a way to easily communicate with the other offices and collect data from them. He decided
on a system of hyperlinking documents so they could be easily accessible to everyone.

This wasn’t a new idea. In the 1960 a man by the name of Ted Nelson had proposed global hyperlinking in his Xanadu
Project. Unfortunately, he was trying to find a way to make it a profitable venture and the idea went nowhere. Before
that Vannevar Bush had proposed the idea of hyperlinks as an outgrowth of the brain as early as 1945. The problem
with these ideas and the ones that were being used by other folks in the eighties is that they ran off a database. For
example, there might be a list of names of people in a school. You could make that list find everyone with the first
name Sarah but it was impossible to ask it to find people with the first name Sarah at another school. There was no
way to connect the databases. Berners-Lee wasn’t satisfied with this because it simply didn’t meet his needs.

He created a program called Enquire that allowed a file with words to point to other documents for more information
when one of the words was clicked. Still this wasn’t enough. He wanted to be able look into other people’s database
and allow them to look into his. With the help of his colleagues at CERN, he set up the first Internet content server.
According to Time magazine, «Berners-Lee developed the three technical keystones of the Web: the language for enco-
ding documents (HTML, hypertext markup language); the system for linking documents (HTTP, hypertext transfer pro-
tocol); and the www.whatever system for addressing documents (URL, universal resource locator). He also wrote the first
server software. He introduced this to the Internet in the Summer of 1991 and the world hasn’t been the same since.»

Essentially, Tim’s work made the Web as we know it today possible. He and his colleagues even named it the World
Wide Web. But he didn’t stop there. He has continued to lead us into the future as the head of the World Wide Web
Consortium. This group coordinates the development of the web and tries to keep everything working together no
matter where they are based or what software they are using. Tim Berners-Lee, already called the Guttenberg of the
20th Century has changed the world with his creation.

(Source: Origin of Things, www)

Vocabulary

Origins of World Wide Web
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Discussion

Can you access the Internet at your school or at home?

How often do you «surf the Net»?

What are your favourite Web pages and search instruments?

Are you a regular user of E-mail?

Who is your most distant pen friend?

Do you use the Internet for your study - study of English or other foreign languages or other subjects at school?

Using the Internet or other information sources

Try to find what CERN means.

Try to learn more about WWW Consortium

Try to find the endings of web pages of the neighbouring and other countries.

Try to learn more about Alice in Wonderland and its author.

Try to find who was Guttenberg.

Make a class survey

Develop a questionnaire about the use of Internet in your group. Collect the answers to the questionnaire and analy-
ze them. Present the results in the form of pie charts, tables and graphs.
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Every year, our world seems smaller. Ships carry a thousand items between countries. Jets carry passengers across
oceans and around the world. Satellites bring us live television coverage from the whole world. Every year, we in every
walk of life communicate more and more with people of other countries.

One barrier remains...

As a result of this tremendous increase in contacts with the outside world, we are realizing that there is still a major
barrier to international communication — the language barrier! 

We have long heard the cliché that «Wherever you go, people speak English.» In fact, at most ten percent of the world
speaks English! Often, in other countries, only people in the best hotels of the largest cities can use English, and even
they are often not very fluent. Anyone who has visited a foreign country and struggled with the language barriers
understands this. English users are at last discovering what the rest of the world has long known: there is a real need
for an international language.

Fortunately, there is such a language... Its name is Esperanto. It
was created by Dr. Ludwig L. Zamenhof, a Polish physician, who
published it in 1887. Since then, Esperanto has been learned by
millions. Of the many projects and proposals for an international
language over the centuries, Esperanto is the only one that has
stood the test of time and is being spoken today. It is in daily use
by many thousands of people all over the world, and the num-
ber is growing constantly.

Many international meetings are held in Esperanto. Books and
magazines are published by the thousands to meet the
demands of an international public. Some of the largest inter-
national firms put on special advertising campaigns in
Esperanto. Hotels, restaurants and tourist resorts compete for
the patronage of the Esperanto-speaking traveler.

Esperanto’s impressive success as the language of international
communication is due to three basic advantages. It is easy to
learn. It is politically neutral. And it has many practical uses.

Esperanto is easy... Esperanto is much easier to learn than any
other language. In fact, it can be learned in a quarter of the time
needed to learn a national language! The spelling is easy: each
letter has exactly one sound.The pronunciation is easy: there are
no strange combinations of letters to create new sounds, and

the accent is always on the next to last syllable.The grammar is easy: there are only sixteen basic rules, with no excep-
tions. (That means, for example, that there are no irregular verbs.) The vocabulary is easy, too: many international
words are used, such as telefono (telephone), biologio (biology), and matematiko (mathematics). Esperanto gives a
very «natural» impression in spoken or written use; and, because of its high ratio of vowels to consonants, it is often
said to resemble Spanish or Italian.

In short, Esperanto has been rationally constructed for ease of learning.This has made it especially popular with busy
men and women who cannot spend years learning a foreign language, which would be useful in only a small part of
the world. Because of these features, Esperanto is attractive as an introduction to other foreign language studies.

Esperanto is neutral...

The second major reason for Esperanto’s success is that it is neutral. It belongs to no one country. Many people in
America and England say that English is already spoken so widely and is such an «important» language in the world
that it should be officially adopted by all nations as the international language. This view is very unpopular in many
countries.

This attitude is not merely because English is one of the most difficult languages to learn.The newer nations of Africa
and Asia are very reluctant to accept English (or any major language) for international communication because of the
political overtones.

Esperanto
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The Western nations have also shown their sensitivity to questions of linguistic equality. Quebec has rejected English
as its official language; the EU nations insist on using all their languages in Brussels; the UN spends tens of millions of
dollars every year translating into five official languages and into fifteen for UNESCO! 

Esperanto is not the property of any one nation, group of nations, or social class. It belongs to everyone. It has no poli-
tical or historical implications to hinder its acceptance. Esperanto’s popularity in smaller nations and in Asian coun-
tries, such as Japan, is largely due to this neutrality. This promotes a spirit of friendship and brotherhood among
Esperantists which is quite impressive to everyone who sees it in use.

(Source: Esperanto League for North America, Inc. P.O. Box 1129 El Cerrito CA 94530, USA)

Vocabulary

Discussion

What foreign languages do you or did you study?

How successful do you feel with those studies?

Do you plan to start learning another foreign language in the future? Which one and why?

Have you ever stayed in a foreign country longer that a short holiday? Tell us about your experience?

What is the most difficult part of learning a language: grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling?

Do you agree with the article that an artificial language would solve many problems?

The word «Esperanto» means «I hope». Do you think that this language has a chance to win over English as interna-
tional language?
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His Holiness the 14th the Dalai Lama, is the head of state
and spiritual leader of the Tibetan people. He was born on
6 July 1935, in a small village. Born to a peasant family, he
was recognized at the age of two, as the reincarnation of
the previous Dalai Lama, and thus an incarnation of the
Buddha of Compassion.

Tibetans normally refer to him as  simply Kundun, The
Presence. The enthronement ceremony took place in1940
in Lhasa, the capital of Tibet.

He began his education at the age of six and completed the
Doctorate of Buddhist Philosophy) when he was 25 in 1959.
On November 17, 1950, he was called upon to assume full
political power (head of the State and Government) after
some 80,000 Chinese soldiers invaded Tibet. In 1954, he
went to Beijing to talk peace with Mao Tse-tung and other
Chinese leaders.

His efforts to bring about a peaceful solution to the conflict
were thwarted by Bejing’s ruthless policy in Eastern Tibet,
which ignited a popular uprising and resistance. This resis-
tance movement spread to other parts of the country. On
10 March 1959 the capital of Tibet, Lhasa, exploded with the
largest demonstration in Tibetan history, calling on China to
leave Tibet and reaffirming Tibet’s independence. The upri-
sing was brutally crushed by the Chinese army. Dalai Lama
escaped to India where he was given political asylum. Some
80,000 Tibetan refugees followed him into exile.

Today, there are more than 120,000 Tibetan in exile. Since
1960, he has resided in Dharamsala, India, known as «Little
Lhasa,» the seat of the Tibetan Government-in-exile.

Over 200 monasteries have been re-established to preserve the vast corpus of Tibetan Buddhist teachings, the essen-
ce of the Tibetan way of life.

Dalai Lama promulgated a democratic constitution, based on Buddhist principles and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as a model for a future free Tibet.

Contact with West and East

Since 1967, Dali Lama  initiated a series of journeys which have taken him to some 46 nations. He met Pope John Paul
II at the Vatican in 1980, 1982, 1986, 1988 and 1990. In 1981, he talked with Archbishop of Canterbury, and with other
leaders of the Anglican Church in London. He also met with leaders  Jewish communities.

«I always believe that it is much better to have a variety of religions, a variety of philosophies, rather than one single
religion or philosophy. This is necessary because of the different mental dispositions of each human being. Each reli-
gion has certain unique ideas or techniques, and learning about them can only enrich one’s own faith.»

The 1989 Nobel Peace Prize

The Norwegian Nobel Committee’s decision to award the 1989 Peace Prize to the Dalai Lama won worldwide praise and applause,
with exception of China.«The Committee wants to emphasize the fact that the Dalai Lama in his struggle for the liberation of Tibet
consistently has opposed the use of violence.He has instead advocated peaceful solutions based upon tolerance and mutual respect
in order to preserve the historical and cultural heritage of his people.»

We tend to forget that despite the diversity of race, religion, ideology and so forth, people are equal in their basic wish
for peace and happiness.

(Source: Official Web Pages of His Holiness Dalai Lama)

Dalai Lama
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Vocabulary

After reading the text try to answer the following questions:

• What social group does Dalai Lama come from?

• What was his education?

• When did he become the head of Tibet?

• Which country invaded his native land?

• Where does Dalai Lama live today?

• How does he want to solve the political situation in Tibet?

• Why and when was he awarded the Nobel Peace Prize?

Discussion

Do you know the geographical location and history of Tibet? What are the countries it borders?

People in Tibet have to live under Chinese rule. Can you name some other countries where there is or was a similar
situation?

Do you think that Tibet will become independent one day?

Which other nations, nationalities or ethnic groups have to fight to preserve their independence, their customs, reli-
gion or culture?

Why is it important not to use arms in this political fight? 
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One of the world’s best known advocates of non-violent social
change strategies, Martin Luther King, Jr., synthesized ideas
drawn from many different cultural traditions. Born in Atlanta on
January 15, 1929, King’s roots were in the African-American
Baptist church.

Although, from an early age, King resented religious emotiona-
lism and questioned literal interpretations of scripture, he never-
theless greatly admired black social gospel proponents such as
his father who saw the church as a instrument for improving the
lives of African Americans. Christian social activism influenced
King’s decision to become a minister and thereby serve society.
He received a doctorate in systematic theology in 1955. King
accepted the pastorate of Baptist Church in Montgomery,
Alabama.

On December 5, 1955, five days after Montgomery civil rights acti-
vist Rosa Parks refused to obey the city’s rules mandating segre-
gation on buses, black residents launched a bus boycott and elec-
ted King as president of the newly-formed Montgomery
Improvement Association. As the boycott continued during 1956,
King gained national prominence as a result of his exceptional
skills and personal courage.

His house was bombed and he was convicted along with other
boycott leaders on charges of conspiring to interfere with the

bus company’s operations. Despite these attempts to suppress the movement, Montgomery bus were desegregated
in December, 1956, after the United States Supreme Court declared Alabama’s segregation laws unconstitutional.

King emphasized the goal of black voting rights when he spoke at the Lincoln Memorial during the 1957 Prayer
Pilgrimage for Freedom. During 1958, he published his first book, Stride Toward Freedom:The Montgomery Story.The
following year, he toured India, increased his understanding of Gandhian non-violent strategies

Southern black college students took the initiative, launching a wave of sit-in protests during the winter and spring
of 1960.

King’s decision in October, 1960, to join a student sit-in in Atlanta did not allay the tensions, although presidential can-
didate John F. Kennedy’s sympathetic telephone call helped attract crucial black support for Kennedy’s successful
campaign. Clashes between black demonstrators and police using police dogs and fire hoses generated newspaper
headlines through the world. In June, President Kennedy reacted to the Birmingham protests and agreed to submit
broad civil rights legislation to Congress.

Subsequent mass demonstrations in many communities culminated in a march on August 28, 1963, that attracted
more than 250,000 protesters to Washington, D. C. Addressing the marchers from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial,
King delivered his famous «I Have a Dream» oration. During the year following the March, King’s renown grew as he
became Time magazine’s Man of the Year and, in December 1964, the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.

King remained committed to the use of non-violent techniques. Early in 1968, he initiated a Poor Peoples campaign
designed to confront economic problems that had not been addressed by early civil rights reforms.

As urban racial violence escalated and King criticized American intervention in the Vietnam war. King had lost the
support of many white liberals. While seeking to assist a garbage workers’ strike in Memphis King was assassinated
on April 4, 1968,. After his death, King remained a symbol of the African-American civil rights struggle, revered by
many for his martyrdom on behalf of non-violence .

Biography by Clayborne Carson

Man was born into barbarism when killing his fellow man was a normal condition of existence. He became endowed
with aconscience. And he has now reached the day when violence toward another human being must become as
abhorrent as eatinganother’s flesh.

Martin Luther King
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A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is
approaching spiritual death.

(Martin Luther King, Jr)

Vocabulary

After reading the text try to answer the following questions:

What did M.L.K. study and what has become his occupation?

Where did he start his work?

Why did the Black inhabitants boycott the bus company?

What was M.L.K. opinion about the use of violence?

He himself was a target of violent acts. Can you give examples?

What were the main objectives of the movement for equal rights?

What happened during the Vietnam war in the Liberation movement?

How and where did M.L.K. die?

Discussion

Are or were there groups of people in your country who are/were discriminated?

In what respect did they enjoy fewer rights? What was the historic reason for their discrimination?

How did they fight for their rights?

Do you believe that non-violent movement has a chance to win?

Are there political, religious, environmentalist or other groups that use no violence as their way to change the situa-
tion? That are their objectives and what methods (actions) do they use? 



Generations to come will scarcely believe that such a one as this walked the earth in flesh and blood.

Albert Einstein about Gandhi

Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869 in  India. He became one of the most respected spiritual and political leaders of
the 1900’s. Gandhi helped free the Indian people from British rule through nonviolent resistance, and is honored by
his people as the father of the Indian Nation. The Indian people called Gandhi Mahatma, meaning Great Soul.

At age 13, Gandhi joined Kasturba, age 12, in a marriage arranged by their parents. The Gandhis had four sons.

Gandhi studied law in London and returned to India in 1891 to practice. In 1893 he accepted a one year contract to
do legal work in South Africa. Gandhi stayed in South Africa for 21 years working to secure rights for Indian people.
He developed a method of direct social action based upon the principles of courage, nonviolence and truth. He belie-
ved that the way people behave is more important than what they achieve. He  promoted nonviolence and civil diso-
bedience as the most appropriate methods for obtaining political and social goals.

In 1915 Gandhi returned to India.Within 15 years he became the leader of the Indian nationalist movement. India was
granted independence in 1947, and partitioned into India and Pakistan. Rioting between Hindus and Muslims follo-
wed. Gandhi had been an advocate for a united India where Hindus and Muslims lived together in peace.

Gandhi Words

An armed soldier relies on his weapons for his strength. Take away from him his weapons -his gun or his sword-, and he
generally becomes helpless. But a person who has truly realized the principle of non-violence has the God-given strength
for his weapon and the world has not known anything that can match it.

A small body of determined spirits fired by an unquencha-
ble faith in their mission can alter the course of history.

Non-violence of the strong is any day stronger than that
of the bravest soldier fully armed.

http://www.mkgandhi.org/nonviolence

The concept of Swadeshi as explained by Gandhi, the
author of this entire non-violent struggle, is employ-
ment of unemployed or semi-employed people by
encouraging village industries.

Mahatma Ganhdi in 1924:

«What I object to is the craze for machinery, not machi-
nery as such. The craze is for what they call labour-
saving machinery. Men go on ‘saving labour’ till thou-
sands are without work and thrown on the streets to die
of starvation. I want to save time and labour, not for a
fraction of mankind, but for all. I want the concentration
of wealth, not in the hands of a few, but in the hands of
all. Today machinery helps a few to ride on the backs of
millions. The impetus behind it is not philanthropy to
save labour, but greed.

The aim of ‘swadeshi’ as such, is a call to the consumer to
be aware of the violence he is causing by supporting
those industries that result in poverty, harm to workers
and to humans and other creatures.»

http://www.gandhibapu.com

Mahatma Gandhi
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Vocabulary

Try to answer the following questions:

Where was Gandhi born and what kind of family did he come from?

Where was he educated?

Where did he start his professional career?

What was the principle of his political struggle?

When did he return to his native country?

How did he view the independence of India and the following war?

What is the principle of swadeshi?

Discussion

Do you think that the principle of non- violence has a chance in the world we live?

Which countries are considered poor by our standards?

Many countries were historically colonies of other countries. Can you give examples? What happened when they
became independent?

Unemployment is a serious problem. Do you know how many people are without jobs in your country?

What should be done? What are the negative consequences of unemployment? 

Do you believe that the principle of swadeshi could be  a possible solution of the problem of unemployment?



Motivação

Quando me foi pedida a elaboração de uma unidade
didáctica de matemática em contexto multicultural,

a dificuldade que me surgiu foi precisamente a univer-
salidade da própria ciência em si. Assim, e como a
Estatística consta dos programas do ensino desde os pri-
meiros anos do 3º ciclo, para além de ser uma das áreas
do meu interesse, ocorreu-me este tema para elabora-
ção da referida unidade.

Mais se justifica pelo facto de ser um ramo da matemáti-
ca aplicada, que nos permite expressar através de núme-
ros e medidas (perceptíveis por todos) características do
meio em que estamos inseridos: local, regional, nacional,
europeu e global. Global porque mais do que cidadãos
europeus hoje, como a Europa é um sistema aberto,
somos cidadãos globais.

Introdução

Este trabalho pretende ser uma contribuição, uma base
de trabalho para apoiar os professores de aulas multi-
culturais e não um manual.

Debrucei-me essencialmente na unidade de Estatística
que corresponde,em termos programáticos,aos 7º,8º e 9º
anos ( dos 12 aos 15 anos). A esse nível pode-se realizar
desenhos de gráficos e continuar com representações
mais complexas. Ao mesmo tempo, comenta-se e inter-
preta-se a informação que os gráficos elaborados pelos
alunos contêm. Em paralelo com a área de conhecimento
do meio, trabalha-se com diferentes gráficos e tabelas de
frequências, recolhidos pelos alunos e de outras fontes de
informação, e faz-se comentários sobre eles. Igualmente
se inclui o estudo das medidas descritivas.

A organização deste trabalho é a seguinte:

• Objectivos Gerais
• Objectivos específicos
• Metodologia
• Conteúdos
• Actividades
• Avaliação
• Estratégias
• Materiais 
• Alguns exemplos
• Bibliografia
• Recursos na Internet

Objectivos Gerais

1. Conhecer o meio em que o aluno está inserido: local,
regional, nacional, europeu e global;
2. Desenvolver o conceito de Democracia: conceito
aberto, acção aberta;
3. Reforçar o conceito de colectividade:
3.1. como partilha da consciência de que a cooperação é
necessária para tomar decisões e gerar as condições de
vida apropriadas para todos,
3.2. como comunidade que deve, com sentido de igual-
dade, resolver as questões de inclusão e exclusão,

3.3. para poder assegurar uma participação activa dos
seus membros na realização dos objectivos da sua acção;
4. Desenvolver competências de investigação individual
e colectiva;
5. Identificar na vida quotidiana situações e problemas
susceptíveis de ser analisados com a ajuda de meios
estatísticos;
6. Implementar a interdisciplinaridade, pluridisciplinari-
dade e transdisciplinaridade;

Objectivos Específicos

Notas Prévias

O estudo da Estatística, ao ser uma matéria prática, deve
basear-se na recolha de dados pelos próprios alunos,
nas formas em que podem ser tratados e as conclusões
que podem ser extraídas deles.

A Estatística não é só recolha de dados, mas para as ida-
des a que se destina este trabalho interessa o contacto
com estas problemáticas para quando mais tarde se
debruçarem com maior profundidade sobre estes con-
ceitos os alunos tenham compreendido o seu verdadei-
ro significado.

1. Apreciar o papel da estatística na vida quotidiana e o
seu uso e reconhecer o valor de atitudes como a explo-
ração de alternativas distintas, a conveniência de preci-
são e a perseverança da procura de soluções;
2. Recolher dados;
3. Organizar dados:
i. Ordenar, agrupar e classificar dados estatísticos para
construir tabelas de uma variável;
ii. Distinguir a frequência absoluta da frequência relati-
va;
iii. Distinguir os conceitos de população e amostra
representativa;
4. Representar graficamente os dados recolhidos numa
tabela estatística;
5. Interpretar gráficos;
6. Calcular as medidas de tendência central;
7. Calcular as medidas de dispersão e variabilidade dos
dados;
8. Calcular probabilidades no caso equiprovável;
9. Determinar a probabilidade de combinações simples
de acontecimentos elementares pela soma;
10. Estabelecer inferências simples de gráficos e tabelas;
11. Resolver problemas simples relacionados com
dados estatísticos e que estejam de acordo com os
objectivos propostos.

Metodologia

Orientações Gerais

Das orientações didácticas gerais destacam-se:

• Situação Inicial: detectar, através de testes diagnóstico,
qual o nível de competências dos alunos;
• Partir das experiências do aluno: a introdução dos con-
teúdos estatísticos deve apoiar-se em actividades práti-
cas como ponto de partida para uma abstracção e for-
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malização constante a que a construção do conheci-
mento matemático obriga;

• Ritmos de Aprendizagem: os alunos aprendem a ritmos
muito diferentes, sendo também diferentes os proces-
sos de desenvolvimento pelo que há que procurar estra-
tégias de actuação que por vezes atendem à totalidade
da classe e outras vezes à sua diversidade;

• O aluno como protagonista da sua aprendizagem: como
o aluno é o protagonista da sua aprendizagem, o profes-
sor deve escolher situações e problemas que despertem
o interesse e fomentar a actividade criadora direccionada
a possibilitar que o aluno construa conceitos matemáti-
cos-instrumentos de conhecimento dos outros;

• O papel do Professor: é o guia na construção do con-
hecimento matemático do próprio aluno, ajustando o
nível de ajuda pedagógica às diferentes necessidades,
adoptando uma metodologia flexível, potenciando os
grupos heterogéneos;

• Actividades: o professor deverá efectuar uma progra-
mação que inclua actividades de apresentação do tema
em função de problemas referidos na experiência próxi-
ma dos alunos, actividades de desenvolvimento que
permitam o trabalho concreto com os conteúdos, activi-
dades que permitam a generalização e actividades de
reforço e aprofundamento. Por último há que verificar se
os objectivos foram cumpridos.

Conteúdos

• Recolha e organização de dados:
• Tabelas
• Frequência absoluta
• Frequência relativa
• Gráficos 
• Medidas de tendência Central
•  Organização e representação de dados:
• Polígono de frequência
• Pictogramas
• Aspectos de linguagem
• Noção de Probabilidade de um acontecimento
• Noção Frequencista de Probabilidade

Actividades

Com o objectivo de conhecer os outros e dar-se a con-
hecer sugere-se as seguintes actividades:

• Elaboração de um inquérito para conhecimento do
meio, por exemplo junto da escola saber: quantos alunos
são,quantas alunas,quantos imigrantes,donde vêm,com
quem vivem, etc. (esta actividade pode aplicar-se à loca-
lidade, Junta de Freguesia, ao país, INE e até à Europa)

• Depois de contabilizados os resultados os alunos cons-
truirão as respectivas tabelas de frequências e aprenderão
as diversas formas de as representar graficamente (neste
caso poderão ter o apoio do professor de Informática para
efectuar esta representação no computador);

• Depois de devidamente interiorizada a interpretação
das tabelas e dos gráficos introduzir os conceitos de fre-
quência absoluta e frequência relativa (aplicando se aos
resultados do inquérito anterior);

•Actividades de reforço dos conceitos introduzidos,
apresentação pelos alunos dos resultados obtidos. Os
alunos devem ser incentivados e direccionadas para
uma pesquisa individual e/ou em grupo para recolha de
dados considerados importantes para a integração dos
alunos imigrantes

• Também sobre os mesmos dados podem ainda ser calculadas
e interpretadas as medidas de tendência central;

• Actividades de reforço dos conceitos introduzidos,
apresentação pelos alunos dos resultados obtidos;

• Destas actividades resultará informação importante
para a própria escola que deve ser apresentada pelos
alunos à comunidade em geral (exposições, apresenta-
ções…).

• Dado um texto de trabalho da disciplina de Língua, por
exemplo, fazer as contagens dos verbos constantes,
substantivos, adjectivos, etc., e posteriormente realizar
todo o estudo descrito para o exemplo anterior;

• Por exemplo na disciplina de Estudo do Meio, fazer as
contagens dos monumentos e respectivos estilos da
área de residência;

• Na disciplina de Geografia, por exemplo, fazer o estudo
descritivo da densidade populacional das freguesias
que compõem o concelho

Estratégias

•Trabalho individual;
• Trabalho em grupo;
• Desenvolvimento de capacidades e atitudes para:
debates, apresentação e discussão dos resultados
• Estímulo e desenvolvimento do respeito mútuo;
• Reconhecimento do indivíduo como elemento inte-
grante de uma comunidade;

Avaliação

• No meu entender, a avaliação da unidade deve ter duas
vertentes:
• Avaliação por parte do aluno;
• Avaliação por parte do professor.

Materiais

• Documentos Estatísticos:
• Instituições oficiais (INE, ver endereços electrónicos na
bibliografia)
• Desenvolvidos pelos próprios alunos
• Computador
• Internet
• Media: jornais, revistas, …
• Textos de apoio
• Meios audiovisuais

Alguns Exemplos

Neste ponto pretende-se dar a conhecer a existência e
as potencialidades de uma fonte de informação desen-
volvida pelo Instituto Nacional de Estatística designada
por Alea, que pode ser utilizada pelos diversos professo-
res, já que contém informação sobre todos os países da
Europa.
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C o n t e n i d o s  C D

Reflexiones y sugerencias al profesorado (inglés/español)

Building the Europe of the People

Teacher Training: Intercultural Education

Summary of the report on Interculturality: conclusions

Plan for the Department of Orientation
for immigrant students

La maleta intercultural. Un estudio europeo
sobre la Interculturalidad en la Educación secundaria
The intercultural suitcase. A european study
on Intercuturality in secondary Education (inglés/español)

Unidades didácticas y recursos (inglés/español)

1 Looking at the World. Rediscovering Europe
2 Languages also bring us together

3 Food: an intercultural approach

4 The traditional Tale as element of unity among cultures

5 The secular School: a place for dialogue among religions

6 Comparative identities: Daily life, cultural festivities
and historical characters who showed us how to live

Statistics as a training tool for global citizenship. Power point






